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Abstract
Language education plays a pivotal role in fostering sustainable development by promoting 
social inclusion, preserving cultural heritage, and driving economic growth. However, in 
Nigeria, blindspots in language education persist, hindering efforts to harness the full 
potential of linguistic diversity for educational development. This paper examines the 
blindspots in language education towards sustainable educational development in Nigeria. 
The paper highlights the neglect of indigenous languages, lack of inclusive language policies, 
and insufficient attention to multilingualism as key blindspots. It underscores the importance 
of policy reform, investment in indigenous language resources, teacher training, community 
engagement, technology integration, and research for advancing inclusive language education. 
By addressing these blindspots, Nigeria can build a more equitable, inclusive, and sustainable 
education system that empowers all learners to thrive in a diverse and interconnected world. 
Therefore, policy makers should review and update existing language education policies to 
ensure inclusivity and alignment with the linguistic rights of all learners. Also, government 
should allocate funding for the development of standardized orthographies, educational 
materials, and curriculum resources in indigenous languages. 
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Introduction 
Language education is a fundamental component of educational systems world-
wide, playing a pivotal role in shaping individuals’ cognitive development, aca-
demic achievement, and socio-economic opportunities. In the context of sustain-
able development, language education becomes even more critical as it intersects 
with efforts to promote inclusive societies, preserve cultural heritage, and foster 
economic growth and innovation. This introduction provides an overview of the 
importance of language education for sustainable development, with a focus on 
the Nigerian context, highlighting the challenges and opportunities inherent in 
language education policies and practices.

The significance of language education for sustainable development is under-
scored by its ability to promote social inclusion and equity. Research has consist-
ently demonstrated that children learn best when taught in a language they un-
derstand, leading to higher levels of academic achievement and cognitive develop-
ment (Benson, 2014; UNESCO, 2013). In multilingual societies like Nigeria, where 
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linguistic diversity is a defining characteristic, providing education in indigenous 
languages alongside dominant languages like English is essential for ensuring that 
all members of society have equitable access to education. By promoting educa-
tion in indigenous languages, language education helps bridge the gap between 
marginalized communities and mainstream society, empowering individuals to 
participate fully in social, economic, and political life.

Moreover, language education is instrumental in preserving cultural heritage 
and linguistic diversity, which are essential components of sustainable develop-
ment. Indigenous languages embody unique cultural knowledge, traditions, and 
worldviews that are integral to preserving cultural identity and fostering intergen-
erational continuity (Skutnabb-Kangas, 2010). In Nigeria, with over 500 indigenous 
languages spoken across the country, promoting the study and use of indigenous 
languages in education is crucial for preserving cultural heritage and promoting 
social cohesion. However, the neglect of indigenous languages in education poli-
cies and practices poses significant challenges to the preservation of linguistic di-
versity and cultural heritage, threatening the sustainability of Nigeria’s rich cultur-
al tapestry.

Furthermore, language education is a catalyst for economic development and 
innovation in a globalized world. Proficiency in multiple languages enhances in-
dividuals’ employability and opens up opportunities for international trade, tour-
ism, and collaboration (Grin, 2016). In Nigeria, where English serves as the lingua 
franca for business and communication, proficiency in English is essential for ac-
cessing higher education, employment, and participation in the global economy. 
However, the dominance of English in education has marginalized indigenous lan-
guages and perpetuated linguistic inequalities, limiting economic opportunities 
for speakers of minority languages.

Therefore, language education is a cornerstone of sustainable development, 
encompassing social, cultural, and economic dimensions. In the Nigerian con-
text, promoting inclusive language education policies and practices is essential for 
fostering inclusive societies, preserving cultural heritage, and driving economic 
growth and innovation. By recognizing the importance of language education for 
sustainable development and addressing the challenges inherent in language edu-
cation policies and practices, Nigeria can harness the transformative power of lan-
guage as a tool for advancing sustainable development goals.

Concept of Language Education 
Language education is the process of planning, developing and implementing the 
language arts curriculum in such a way that one is trained to acquire language 
skills that will facilitate his ability to cope with other life skills (Njoku & Izuagba, 
2011). Language is communication between the sender and the receiver. Both the 
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sender and his receiver are literate as a result of language education. English is the 
language of instruction in education that must be properly used to enable students 
think properly in order to help in nation building

Language education is a quintessence for national development any curricu-
lum geared toward producing manpower needed for national development is func-
tional education. Skills are inculcated through language (Oluwatosin, 2016). Lan-
guage education trains one in literacy skills for life-long education without lan-
guage, it will be impossible for an instructor to transmit instructional knowledge 
and train skills. When instructions are understood because of acquisition language, 
the learners are filled with joy and this motivates him to acquire more knowledge 
for a better tomorrow

Historical Overview of Language Education in Nigeria
The historical trajectory of language education in Nigeria is deeply intertwined 
with the country’s colonial past, post-independence struggles, and ongoing efforts 
to navigate linguistic diversity. Understanding this history provides critical insights 
into the challenges and opportunities facing language education in Nigeria today.

During the colonial era, which lasted from the late 19th century until Nigeria 
gained independence in 1960, language education policies were shaped by the im-
position of English as the dominant language of administration, education, and 
governance (Eze, 2019). British colonial authorities implemented English-medium 
education as a means of cultural assimilation and control, aiming to produce a 
class of English-speaking elites loyal to the colonial administration’s a result, in-
digenous languages were marginalized in the education system, relegated to the 
status of vernacular languages and excluded from formal instruction. This colonial 
legacy had profound consequences for indigenous languages, leading to a decline 
in their use and vitality, particularly among younger generations.

Following Nigeria’s independence in 1960, efforts were made to reform lan-
guage education policies and promote the use of indigenous languages in schools. 
The National Policy on Education, first introduced in 1977 and revised in subse-
quent years, recognized the importance of indigenous languages as vehicles for 
cultural preservation and identity formation (Eze, 2019). However, the implemen-
tation of these policies has been uneven, with English continuing to dominate as 
the medium of instruction in most schools.Furthermore, Nigeria’s linguistic diver-
sity presents significant challenges for language education. With over 500 indig-
enous languages spoken across the country, promoting multilingualism in edu-
cation requires careful planning and resource allocation. While some indigenous 
languages have established written forms and educational materials, others lack 
standardized orthographies and curriculum resources, hindering their integration 
into the education system.



> 56 < 

Blindspots in Language Education towards Sustainable Educational Development in Nigeria—E.O. Adeyanju 

The historical legacy of colonial language policies, coupled with ongoing chal-
lenges related to linguistic diversity, continues to shape language education in Ni-
geria today. Efforts to promote the use of indigenous languages in education must 
contend with entrenched attitudes favouring English and the practical difficulties 
of implementing multilingual education programs in diverse contexts.

Current Status of Language Education in Nigeria
The current status of language education in Nigeria reflects a complex landscape 
shaped by historical legacies, linguistic diversity, and socio-economic challenges. 
While efforts have been made to promote the use of indigenous languages and 
multilingual education, significant disparities persist in the implementation and 
effectiveness of language education policies across the country.One key aspect of 
the current status of language education in Nigeria is the dominance of English 
as the medium of instruction in schools and higher education institutions. Eng-
lish remains the primary language of instruction in most educational settings, par-
ticularly at the secondary and tertiary levels (Ogunyemi, 2020). This dominance of 
English reflects the legacy of colonial language policies and the continued percep-
tion of English proficiency as essential for academic success and socio-economic 
advancement.

However, the overemphasis on English in education has marginalized indige-
nous languages and contributed to the erosion of linguistic diversity. Many indige-
nous languages in Nigeria are under threat due to declining use, limited education-
al support, and the absence of standardized orthographies and curriculum materi-
als (Ogunyemi, 2020). As a result, younger generations are increasingly losing pro-
ficiency in their mother tongues, leading to concerns about cultural preservation 
and identity loss.

In response to these challenges, there have been efforts to promote the use of 
indigenous languages in education and incorporate multilingual education ap-
proaches into the curriculum. The National Policy on Education emphasizes the 
importance of indigenous languages as vehicles for cultural preservation and iden-
tity formation, advocating for their inclusion in the education system (Federal Re-
public of Nigeria, 2013). Additionally, various non-governmental organizations and 
community initiatives have been established to develop educational materials and 
resources in indigenous languages and promote their use in schools.However, the 
implementation of multilingual education programs faces numerous challeng-
es, including limited resources, inadequate teacher training, and resistance from 
stakeholders accustomed to English-medium instruction (Ogunyemi, 2020). Fur-
thermore, the diverse linguistic landscape of Nigeria presents logistical challeng-
es for developing curriculum materials and providing instruction in multiple lan-
guages, particularly in regions with high linguistic diversity.



> 57 < 
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Understanding Blindspots in Education Systems
Blindspots in education systems refer to the areas or issues that are overlooked 
or inadequately addressed, often leading to inequities, inefficiencies, or missed 
opportunities for educational development. This section explores the concept of 
blindspots in education systems, examining their causes, manifestations, and im-
plications, with a focus on language education in the Nigerian context. One of the 
primary causes of blindspots in education systems is the perpetuation of tradition-
al or outdated practices that fail to adapt to changing social, cultural, and techno-
logical realities (Waters & Le, 2015). In the context of language education, blind-
spots may arise from the persistence of monolingual or monocultures approaches 
that prioritize dominant languages and marginalize minority languages or dialects 
(Skutnabb-Kangas, 2000). This can result in linguistic inequalities, with speakers 
of minority languages facing barriers to accessing quality education and opportu-
nities for socio-economic advancement.

Moreover, blindspots in education systems can stem from structural inequities 
and systemic biases that disadvantage certain groups based on factors such as so-
cio-economic status, gender, ethnicity, or geographic location (UNESCO, 2020). In 
Nigeria, for example, disparities in access to education persist between urban and 
rural areas, with rural communities often lacking adequate infrastructure, trained 
teachers, and educational resources (UNICEF, 2019). This urban-rural divide exac-
erbates linguistic inequalities, as indigenous languages are often more prevalent in 
rural areas where access to education is limited.

Manifestations of blindspots in education systems can vary widely, ranging 
from unequal distribution of resources and opportunities to curriculum biases and 
exclusionary language policies. In the context of language education, blindspots 
may manifest as the neglect or marginalization of indigenous languages in the cur-
riculum, assessment practices that disadvantage students from non-dominant lan-
guage backgrounds, or insufficient support for bilingual or multilingual education 
initiatives (Eze, 2019). These blindspots can perpetuate cycles of poverty and mar-
ginalization, hindering efforts to achieve inclusive and equitable education for all.

The implications of blindspots in education systems are far-reaching, impact-
ing individual learners, communities, and societies as a whole. At the individual 
level, blindspots can limit educational opportunities and hinder socio-economic 
mobility, particularly for marginalized groups (Waters & Le, 2015). At the commu-
nity level, blindspots can contribute to social tensions, cultural erosion, and inter-
generational disparities in educational attainment. At the societal level, blindspots 
can undermine efforts to promote sustainable development, as education is a key 
driver of economic growth, social cohesion, and environmental sustainability (UN-
ESCO, 2020).
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Blindspots in Language Education
Blindspots in language education refer to areas where the education system fails 
to adequately address the linguistic needs and rights of learners, leading to inequi-
ties, inefficiencies, and missed opportunities for educational development. In the 
context of Nigeria, where linguistic diversity is a hallmark, blindspots in language 
education pose significant challenges to achieving inclusive and quality education 
for all.

•	 Neglect of indigenous languages: One prominent blindspot in language education 
in Nigeria is the neglect of indigenous languages in the formal education system. 
Despite the recognition of indigenous languages as vital components of cultural 
heritage and identity, the dominance of English as the medium of instruction 
marginalizes indigenous languages, relegating them to the status of vernacular 
languages (Eze, 2019). This neglect undermines the linguistic rights of learners and 
perpetuates linguistic inequalities, particularly among marginalized communities.

•	 Lack of inclusive language policies: Another blindspot is the absence of inclusive 
language policies that recognize and value linguistic diversity in education. While 
the National Policy on Education acknowledges the importance of promoting 
indigenous languages alongside English, implementation gaps persist, and many 
schools continue to prioritize English-medium instruction at the expense of 
indigenous languages (Eze, 2019). This lack of inclusivity limits access to quality 
education for speakers of minority languages and perpetuate a monocultural 
approach to education.

•	 Insufficient attention to multilingualism: Additionally, there is a blindspot in 
addressing multilingualism effectively within the education system. Nigeria’s 
linguistic diversity necessitates a multilingual approach to education that 
recognizes and accommodates the linguistic backgrounds of learners. However, 
limited resources, inadequate teacher training, and a lack of curriculum materials 
in indigenous languages constrain efforts to implement multilingual education 
programs (Adebileje, 2018). This oversight undermines the effectiveness of 
language education initiatives and hinders the development of students’ language 
skills and proficiency.

Addressing blindspots in language education requires a comprehensive and multi-
faceted approach that prioritizes linguistic diversity, inclusivity, and equity. Policy-
makers, educators, and stakeholders must work collaboratively to develop and im-
plement language education policies and programs that reflect the linguistic rights 
and needs of all learners. This includes investing in teacher training, curriculum 
development, and resource allocation to support the integration of indigenous lan-
guages into the education system (Adebileje, 2018).



> 59 < 
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Implications of Blindspots on Educational Development
Blindspots in language education in Nigeria have far-reaching implications for ed-
ucational development, affecting access to quality education, academic achieve-
ment, and national development goals. Understanding these implications is cru-
cial for addressing the systemic challenges facing language education and promot-
ing sustainable educational development in Nigeria.

•	 Limitations in access to quality education: Blindspots in language education 
contribute to disparities in access to quality education, particularly among 
marginalized communities. By neglecting indigenous languages and prioritizing 
English-medium instruction, the education system excludes speakers of minority 
languages and perpetuates linguistic inequalities (Eze, 2019). This lack of inclusivity 
undermines efforts to provide equitable educational opportunities for all learners, 
hindering progress towards achieving universal primary and secondary education.

•	 Impact on cognitive development and academic achievement: The neglect 
of indigenous languages in education has implications for students’ cognitive 
development and academic achievement. Research has shown that children learn 
best when taught in a language they understand, and proficiency in multiple 
languages is associated with higher levels of cognitive flexibility and academic 
success (Benson, 2014). By marginalizing indigenous languages, the education 
system impedes students’ language development and limits their ability to access 
and engage with academic content effectively.

•	 Hindrance to socioeconomic progress and national unity: Blindspots in 
language education also pose challenges to Nigeria’s socio-economic progress and 
national unity. Language is a critical tool for communication, social interaction, 
and economic participation, and proficiency in multiple languages enhances 
individuals’ employability and mobility (Grin, 2016). However, the dominance of 
English in education marginalizes speakers of minority languages and limits their 
opportunities for economic advancement. Furthermore, linguistic inequalities 
can exacerbate social divisions and undermine efforts to promote national unity 
and cohesion.

Addressing the implications of blindspots in language education requires system-
ic reforms that prioritize linguistic diversity, inclusivity, and equity. Policymakers, 
educators, and stakeholders must work collaboratively to develop and implement 
language education policies and programs that reflect the linguistic rights and 
needs of all learners. This includes investing in teacher training, curriculum devel-
opment, and resource allocation to support the integration of indigenous languag-
es into the education system (Adebileje, 2018).
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Addressing Blindspots in Language Education
Addressing blindspots in language education is crucial for promoting inclusive, 
equitable, and effective educational development in Nigeria. By recognizing and 
remedying these blindspots, policymakers, educators, and stakeholders can build 
a more responsive and sustainable language education system that meets the lin-
guistic needs and rights of all learners. This section explores strategies for address-
ing blindspots in language education, drawing on evidence-based approaches and 
best practices from Nigeria and beyond.

•	 Promoting inclusive language policies: One key strategy for addressing blindspots 
in language education is to promote inclusive language policies that recognize 
and value linguistic diversity. This includes revising existing education policies 
to prioritize multilingualism and the integration of indigenous languages into 
the curriculum (Eze, 2019). By adopting inclusive language policies, Nigeria can 
create a more equitable and responsive education system that accommodates the 
linguistic backgrounds and needs of all learners.

•	 Revitalizing indigenous languages: Another important strategy is to invest in 
the revitalization and promotion of indigenous languages through language 
revitalization programs and curriculum development initiatives (Adebileje, 2018). 
This includes developing standardized orthographies, producing educational 
materials in indigenous languages, and training teachers to effectively teach in 
multilingual contexts. By revitalizing indigenous languages, Nigeria can preserve 
cultural heritage, promote linguistic diversity, and empower speakers of minority 
languages.

•	 Integrating multilingualism in education programs: Additionally, integrating 
multilingualism into education programs is essential for addressing blindspots 
in language education. This involves implementing bilingual or multilingual 
education models that provide instruction in both indigenous languages and 
English (or other dominant languages) (Eze, 2019). By promoting multilingualism 
in education, Nigeria can enhance students’ language proficiency, cognitive 
development, and academic achievement while fostering social inclusion and 
cohesion.

•	 Strategies for teacher training and capacity building: Effective teacher training 
and capacity building are critical for addressing blindspots in language education. 
Teachers play a central role in implementing language education policies and 
practices and must be equipped with the knowledge, skills, and resources to 
support multilingual learners (Adebileje, 2018). This includes training teachers 
in language pedagogy, cultural sensitivity, and curriculum development, as well 
as providing ongoing professional development opportunities to support their 
continued growth and learning.
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•	 Leveraging technology for language education: Finally, leveraging technology 
can enhance language education and help address blindspots by providing access 
to digital resources, online learning platforms, and educational content in multiple 
languages (UNESCO, 2020). This includes developing educational apps, digital 
libraries, and interactive multimedia materials that support language learning and 
literacy development. By harnessing the power of technology, Nigeria can expand 
access to quality language education and reach learners in remote or underserved 
areas.

Conclusion 
Language education is not just about teaching languages; it is about empower-
ing individuals, preserving cultural heritage, fostering social cohesion, and driving 
economic development. Addressing blindspots in language education is essential 
for promoting inclusive, equitable, and effective educational development in Ni-
geria. The journey towards a more responsive and sustainable language education 
system requires concerted efforts from policymakers, educators, and stakeholders 
to recognize and remediate these blindspots. Through adopting inclusive language 
policies, revitalizing indigenous languages, integrating multilingualism into educa-
tion programs, investing in teacher training, and leveraging technology, Nigeria can 
build a more inclusive and responsive language education system that meets the 
linguistic needs and rights of all learners.

Recommendations 
Based on the findings of the study, it is recommended that;

1.	P olicymakers should review and update existing language education policies to 
ensure inclusivity and alignment with the linguistic rights of all learners. They 
should implement policies that prioritize multilingualism and the integration of 
indigenous languages into the curriculum at all levels of education.

2.	 Government should allocate funding for the development of standardized 
orthographies, educational materials, and curriculum resources in indigenous 
languages. They should support community-driven initiatives for the preservation 
and revitalization of indigenous languages, including language documentation 
and literacy programs.

3.	 Government should develop specialized training programs for teachers focused 
on multilingual education pedagogy, language assessment, and cultural 
sensitivity. They should provide professional development opportunities for 
teachers to enhance their skills in teaching indigenous languages and promoting 
multilingualism in the classroom.

4.	 Government should foster partnerships between educational institutions, 
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communities, and local language experts to co-design language education 
programs that reflect community needs and priorities.

5.	 Government should support research initiatives on language education, linguistic 
diversity, and multilingualism to generate evidence-based insights and inform 
policy and practice.
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